GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

was partly based upon the illusion that a free play of all historic
forces would automatically make for justice. This was a griev-
ous illusion, particularly when it was introduced into history at
the precise moment when modern techniques were transmuting
the static injustices of a feudal society into the dynamic dispro-
portions of power of an industrial age. Those who suffered most
from the illusion of an automatic justice were bound to revolt
against it. Unfortunately, the revolt was informed by a political
religion which supplanted bourgeois illusions of an ideal har-
mony of all social forces with the more dangerous illusion of
such an ideal harmony on the other side of a revolution, toward
which all forces of history were supposed to be moving. This vi-
sion of an ideal universal and classless society legitimatized
every cruelty in which men engaged in its name. This new re-
ligion, falsely assuming that egoism is identical with greed, and
that the power of ownership is identical with economic power,
thought that it could destroy egoism by destroying economic
power and imagined that the socialization of property would
destroy economic power. As a consequence of all these illusions
it has created a monstrous oligarchy which combines economic
and political power in its grasp and which operates without
check upon its lust for power. Never in the whole history of
mankind have men been offered so false an alternative to a
previous falsehood. We must fight resolutely against it even
when we admit that it gains its plausibility partly from the real
errors in the bourgeois conception of life.

If Marxism is a kind of historical rationalism, set against a
too naturalistic rationalism of bourgeois liberalism, fascism is a
kind of historic vitalism set against a too naturalistic conception
of human vitalities which fails to understand the boundless
character of all human ambitions and desires. Fascism has its
cultural roots in romanticism. It appreciates the historically
unique in opposition to the too simple rational universals of our
culture. It glorifies the race, the nation, and every collective
expression of life as against a false and atomic individualism
and universalism. And it falsely makes power self-justifying in
opposition to a culture which had falsely eliminated power from
the calculations of justice.
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